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Krueger earns Specialty Animal Production State FFA Proficiency Award

TULSA, Okla. — Chance Krueger of the Atoka FFA Chapter earned first-place honors in the 2024 Oklahoma FFA Specialty Animal Production Proficiency Award area during the 98th Oklahoma FFA Convention on May 8.

Maggie Cooper of the Byng FFA Chapter earned second-place honors.

Krueger has worked for his familyís exotic animal zoo, Pawsitively Wild Animal Education Center, since it opened in 2021. He is responsible for overseeing the care of all of the animals they have at their facility, including boa constrictors, turtles, parrots, and kangaroos. Krueger is also responsible for introducing customers to the animals and giving tours of the facility. Throughout his supervised agricultural experience, Krueger has learned to manage and take care of exotic animals and improved his communication skills.

“An accomplishment that I have taken pride in is my ability to handle all different forms of exotic animals,” Krueger said. “Working with exotic animals requires extensive knowledge of how to handle them as well as understanding their tendencies and habits.”
The specialty animal production proficiency award is designed to recognize students who are involved in an SAE in which they use the best management practices available to produce and market specialty animals not covered in any of the existing award categories. 

The Atoka senior is the son of Ryan and Jamie Krueger. His agricultural education instructors and FFA advisors are Bart Everett and Kody Everett.

The award is sponsored on the state level by Autumn Williams and Gilbert and Sons Trucking - Randy and Suzanne Gilbert.

FFA is an integral part of the Agricultural Education division in the Oklahoma Department of Career and Technology Education system. With 29,670 members and 366 chapters, the Oklahoma FFA Association is the fifth-largest state FFA association. The FFA mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education. To learn more about the Oklahoma FFA, visit okffa.org.
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CUTLINE:

Chance Krueger (left) of the Atoka FFA Chapter captured first-place honors in the 2024 Oklahoma FFA Specialty Animal Production State Proficiency Award area. Randy Gilbert (right) and Suzanne Gilbert (second from right) of the Oklahoma FFA Foundation congratulate Krueger as well as Maggie Cooper (second from left) of the Byng FFA Chapter.

The award is sponsored on the state level by Autumn Williams and Gilbert and Sons Trucking - Randy and Suzanne Gilbert.
