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Byng FFA Wins State FFA Environmental and Natural Resources Career Development Event

STILLWATER, Okla. — Members of the Byng FFA Chapter won first place in the state FFA environmental and natural resources career development event during the 2023 Oklahoma FFA Interscholastics at Oklahoma State University on April 29.

Team members include Jet Frye, Sam Holcomb, AJ Bryant and Ace Wood. In individual rankings, Frye, Holcomb and Bryant earned third-, fifth- and seventh-place honors, respectively.  
The team’s agricultural education instructors and FFA advisors are Bart Everett and Craig Thompson. 
The environmental and natural resources CDE includes field tests and an oral presentation about aquatic ecology, forestry, wildlife, and soils and land use.  Participants also gave 10-minute oral presentations about current issues.  

The OSU Ferguson College of Agriculture hosted the event. AFR Cooperative and Koch Companies will provide a cash award to help with expenses for the national competition. The Oklahoma Vegetation Management Association will provide a $1,000 scholarship to the high individual.
FFA is an integral part of the Agricultural Education division in the Oklahoma Department of Career and Technology Education system. With more than 29,000 members and 366 chapters, the Oklahoma FFA Association is the fifth-largest state FFA association. The FFA mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education. To learn more about the Oklahoma FFA, visit okffa.org. 

### 
CUTLINE: Members of the Byng FFA Chapter won first-place honors in the state FFA environmental and natural resources career development event during the 2023 Oklahoma FFA Interscholastics at Oklahoma State University. Jet Frye (third from left), Ace Wood, Sam Holcomb and AJ Bryant accept their honor from Thomas Coon (second from right), vice president and dean for Oklahoma State University Agriculture, and Chancey Hanson (right), marketing specialist for Farm Credit of Western Oklahoma, during the 97th Oklahoma FFA Convention in Tulsa on May 3. The team is also joined by their agricultural education instructor and FFA advisor Craig Thompson (second from left) and Beth Williams (left), brand specialist for Koch Companies. 
